
 

The streetlights in her village 
have braved Balmati - the only 
girl at Tulasi village to dream 
to purse her school. Studying 
in classs 6th at the 
Salimi(26km) Ashram School.  
The five piller Solar Powered 
village street lights were a 
distant dream for the villagers 
before 2012.  

The 111 Durua Adivasi 
(Scheduled Tribe) and 19 Koya 
Adivasi families are content 
with the plenty of natural 
resources surrounding them. 
The development process have 
hardly touched the villagers 
here. Initially there were no 
response from the community 
to the OTELP plus team. 

It took almost one year to 
make a break through in the 
village to build its self-help 
institutions. With the initiation 
of OTELP plus programme in 
the vicinity the first thing the 
district administration and 
ITDA, Malkangiri did was to 
install this miracle posts to 
provide light to the village in 
deep darkness of the thick 
forest and hills around it.   

The energetic village youth 
Hrushikesh Samarath was first 
in the village to stay outside of 
the village for trainings and 
orientation. The OTELP Plus 
had given him opportunity to 
regularly visit the Block 
Development Office 

at Mathili at a distance of 68 
kilometers from Tulasi village. 
He along with other villagers 
has also travelled first time to 
the District Headquarters 
Office at a distance of 118 
kilometers.  

Earlier the only woman SHG 
of the village was lying 
defunct. Now, the women of 
the village now organized in to 
four more SHGs, meet 
regularly for the small savings 
and manage their group. These 
women have mobilized 
support through the OTELP 
plus programme to protect the 
three natural streams of the 
village for collecting safe 
drinking water. 

The last village deep in the forest
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Reaching the Unreached at Tulasi village 

 

 



Stories from the field 

 

With the emergence of the 
organized community groups 
in the Tulasi village the women 
of the SHGs wanted to reduce 
their drudgery in managing 
their daily chores. With the 
support of the women SGHs 
one Grocery shop got 
established by Ms. Laxmi 
Durua with support from 
OTELP Plus project and one 
Mini Rice Haller established in 
the village by Mr. Samuru 
Durua during 2014. 

One has to walk 14 kilometers 
on the hills to reach this Tulasi 
village. Transportation of 
materials for taking up any 
work is a challenge here. 
However, the Village 
Development Committee 
(VDC) now constructing a 
Mandap in the village where 
Cement bags were carried on 
head loads making it almost 4 
times the cost of labour. This 
space would be used for the 
Adivasi clan as well as VDC 

meeting place for the 
community. Now all the 25  
listed Below the Poverty Line 
families receive their monthly 
ration under the PDS (Public 
Distribution System) regularly. 
The Jalani Budhi VDC and the 
SHGs are learning their way to 
approach the Kemurupalli 
grampanchayat and Mathili 
block Development Office to 
bring in their desired 
development as they have 
completed their VDLP. 
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