
  

Learning the sustainable way 
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Khanjaguda village like any 
other village in Chakapada 
block in Kandhamal district 
is a dry land location with 
scattered land ownership of 
the farmers. The villagers are 
mostly small and marginal 
farmers.  
 
With the limited resources 
and means to address their 
food production needs the 
villagers were part of the 
seed sovereignty campaign 
initiated by ORRISSA.  
 
During the pre-khariff 
season the farmer group of 
the village along with the 
women SHGs decided to 
adopt to the sustainable 
farm practices in a sustained 
way. 
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Seed Mapping and crop 
Planning: Community based 
local seed assessment and 
crop planning processs was 
the first step, the farmers of 
the village led by the women 
took up to help families build 
on their existing resources. 
All the farm families of the 
village sit on to discuss the 
seed available with the 
households and tried to map 
the land available with them.  
 
Based on the seed 
availability as well as the 
food and cash needs of the 
families the entire village 
helped each other to plan 
their crop. Local seeds were 
exchanged among the 
households as the village 
prepared a probable list of 

3

seeds the village need to 
bring in diversity as well as 
income for the families. As 
the farmers of the village 
approached ORRISSA to 
extend support in this 
direction, trainings were 
planned to help farmers 
learn various sustainable 
agriculture practices. In this 
search the support of CTCRI 
came as an incentive to help 
the families. 
 
The women members of the 
families were first to adopt to 
the practice of enriching 
their backyards with all 
season food plants like 
papaya and drum stricks 
followed by compost pits for 
all households with their 
own initiative. 

Women farmers preparing liquid manure and pest repellants using local plant and animal extracts 
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Tuber Crops as part of the 
crop diversity;  
 
Considering the drought 
resistant characters of the 
tuber crops the up lands of 
the village got six varieties of 
tuber crops from CTCRI as 
the village is primarily 
dependent on monsoon rain 
water. The farmers here doing 
vegetable cultivation in 
Khariff season only and they 
can get vegetable for 3 to 4 
months in a year. To enhance 
the food security from 3 
months to 6 months and 
generate income source  this 
year 52 farmers cultivated 
tuber crops in dry lands. This 
is also taken up considering 
the climate change effects 
where the unpredictable rain 
affects the crop in the event of 
long dry spells or sudden 
flash floods. 
 
Line Transplanting of Paddy 
and Millet; 
 
To increase the yield different 
training programs has 
organized by the farmer’s 
organization.  Considering the 
better yield of the line 
transplantation of the paddy 
and millet taken up by four 
farmers last year, 25 farmers 
have taken up line 
transplantation of paddy 
during khariff 2014. 
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Aromatic Paddy 
Cultivation: To get 
additional income from their 
land all farmers have 
decided to cultivate 
aromatic paddy and brought 
the local variety aromatic 
Paddy seed (Gangabali)  
from neighboring village and 
cultivated the same in their 
field.  
 
Effforts to minimize farm 
waste and enriching the 
soil health:  All the farm 
households of the village 
have their own compost pit 
and using it for preparing 
healthy manure for their 
crop fields.  
 
Liquid Manure and Spray 
of Cow Urine; 
First time the FO has 
promoted to spray cow urine 
in the standing crop to 
protect the crop from 
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different pests as well as 
improving the plant health. 
As they learn the use of cow 
urine and this year 26 
farmers used the cow urine 
in their crop. According to 
some villagers after the 
spray some diseases i.e. leaf 
burning disease has 
decreased. 

Khanjaguda village is 
situated in Brahmanpad GP 
of Chakapada block. 52 HHs 
are residing in this village 
and all are belongs from ST 
category with 3 SHGs. The 
village is 3 KM distance 
from block and 1 KM 
distance from GP head 
quarter. During 2012 we 
started our intervention to 
survive the traditional 
agriculture practices which 
was earlier done the tribal 
farmers 

Village mix crop field 
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Annual Seed Fair: The 
Khanjaguda village hosted 
the annual biodiversity 
fair of 2013 of the cluster. 
This forms the base of the 
community effort to 
celebrate the local bounty 
of natural resource and 
sustainable agriculture 
initiatives of the local 
farmers and protection of 
local land races. Farmers 
organization have 
organized a seed fair in 
this village during 2013. A 
total of 1500 farmers from 
the neighborhood 

During the fair the 
farmers leaders 
emphasized on the benefit 
of local seed and impact 
on Climate change on it. 
 
Collection of Healthy 
Panicle; to maintain the 
quality seeds, the farmers 
have decided to adopt this 
practices to preserve the 
local seed traits from this 
year onwards. 
 
Now the villagers are 
learning their way to bring 
the biodiversity.  

and farmer 
representatives from 
different blocks of 
Kandhamal district and 
outside districts also 
participated in this fair.  
Around 147 farmers 
exchanged local paddy, 
Millet, pulses and 
vegetable seeds. The 
farmers showcase the 
local Champa Kesi and 
Mukta Kesi brinjal 
varieties to sensitize 
community on the threat 
of Bt. Brinjal. climate 
change on it.    

Dr. Nedun Senior, Scientist, Regional Center of Central Tuber Crops Research Institute, 
Bhubaneswar with the farmer at Khanjaguda village 


